
Teaching English and Ministering with our Church 

We’re teaching English at the Roma School in Kosice again – but we’ve been 
able to expand our work.  We’re teaching three different English lessons now 
(last year just one), plus we are working with a small singing group of older 
children.  On our return, the headmistress at the school told us they’re in-
viting more religious workers into the school in an effort to help the students 
see the importance of faith and good moral choices.  “You all are a part of 
that work,” she said, and she thanked us for coming back to work with them. 

We’ve enjoyed being back with our church family at Devleskero Kher, where 
our family helps lead children’s wor-
ship once a month.   We’re partici-
pating in the different ministries of 
the church, including their monthly 
meetings with children and youth at 
a local crisis center for at-risk moth-
ers and children.  We get so much 
joy from serving with our brothers 
and sisters at this church! 
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How you can pray: 

 Please continue to pray for our 

growing work here.  We see some 

new opportunities for service, but 
we’re waiting on God’s timing.  Pray 

for patience and wisdom, and cour-

age when the time is right! 

 Please pray for the Roma school in 

Kezmarok as they are experiencing 

several problems this year. 

 Please pray for the social workers 

we partner with in Rankovce, who 
recently  have recently lost funding.  

Some of these workers are now 

unemployed.   

 

Praying with our Feet: Parks in Slovakia 

Return to Slovakia: Transitions and Reconnecting 

Greetings from Slovakia!  We are so thankful for the time we got to 
spend with you this summer, and we wanted to take a couple of 
minutes to send you an update of what’s been happening with us since 
we returned to Slovakia in October. 

Thank you for your prayers for our transition back here to our home in 
Kosice.  The girls have established new study routines, and are almost 
caught up from missing the first month of school.  We’ve gotten back 
into Slovak language lessons, and feel like we did not lose much of our 
language ability during 10 weeks in the U.S.  We’ve been reconnecting 
with our friends, spending time listening to our partners, and trying to 
discern where God is moving us in this new stage of our ministry here. 

We have resumed our weekly English lessons at the social work center 
in the village of Rankovce.  We’re seeing lots of students in two groups 
– a beginner and an advanced class.  These classes are a great way for 
us to build and strengthen relationships in this region we feel God has led us. 

We’ve also resumed our discipleship groups in Rankovce – Tanya with 
preteen girls and Jon with teenage boys.  We treasure these times, and pray 
that our presence can help make a difference for this generation of Roma 
young people in Rankovce. 

 

Three cars greeted us at the airport on our 

return, and a sweet sign and meal were waiting 

for us at the house. 



Opportunities for YOU to come and to give 

This past spring we hosted a team of folks made up from different churches 
in Alabama, Virginia and South Carolina.  We requested and gathered this 
team, asking folks like you if you’d like to be involved in what God’s doing 
here in Slovakia.  We want to offer that opportunity again this spring. 

From June 24 to July 2 we’d like to host a team of 4-6 partners from the 
U.S.  We’ll be working in schools, visiting with local Roma and Slovaks, teach-
ing English, and learning together about how God invites us to build the King-
dom wherever we are. 

We invite YOU to come and join us!  Last year’s team was such a blessing to 
us, and we are excited to see what God will do this year.  Come see for your-
self how God is working and how you can be a part! 

Also, please pray for our ongoing financial support.  Our financial situation 
always changes, but right now we need around $300 more per month in com-
mitments.  God spoke to many of 
you while we were together in the 
U.S. – can you help us answer this 
prayer? 

Other opportunities 

 We’re resuming private English lessons, building relationships in which we 
can talk about our faith.   

 We’re meeting with a local group of English speakers for a weekly Bible 
study.   

 We’re developing an “Adopt a Classroom” project with the Roma school 
here in Kosice, for churches and other groups who might want to be more 
involved with these children. 

 We’re working toward some new projects using the Community Health 
Evangelism method.   

 We’re starting to learn the basics of the Roma language. 

 Jon made a trip to visit a refugee center in Croatia, and we’re discovering 
ways to connect Christians here with what’s going on there. 

 And we’re preparing for up to four mission teams this coming spring and 
summer. 

Day hike enjoying the beauty of 

God’s creation this fall! 

Thank you for taking a few 

minutes to read this, and 

more than that, thank you 

for being a part of what 

God’s doing here in Slo-

vakia.  Blessings to you as 

you serve God right where 

you are!  

Jon and Tanya Parks  

prayingwithfeet.wordpress.com 

jparks@cbf.net 


